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CIA WASHDC 0119 
ICA 

NSC WASHDC 0081 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 094652 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD; TEL AVIV FOR PAO, DELIVER BY 9 A.M. 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - APRIL 12, 1978 

1 . FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING FOR APRIL 12. FYI ONLY, 

OFFICER PRESENT TODAY WAS TOM RESTON. 

Q. ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH THE FIRST PHASE OF THE ISRAELI 
PULL BACK FROM SOUTH LEBANON? 
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A. THE POSITION OF THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN CONSISTENT 
SUPPORT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION 425 IN ALL 
ITS ASPECTS: ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL, UNIFIL TO COME INTO THE 
AREA, AND THE RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE 
LEBANESE GOVERNMENT AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE SO AS TO SPEED 
THE RESTORATION OF PEACE AND STABILITY IN THAT REGION. WE 
NATURALLY WELCOME ALL PROGRESS TOWARD THE REALIZATION OF 
THIS OBJECTIVE AND EXPECT THE MOMENTUM OF ISRAELI WITH- 
DRAWAL TO INCREASE IN THE DAYS AHEAD. 

OUR INFORMATION IS THAT UNIFIL IS BUILDING ITS PRESENCE IN 
SOUTHERN LEBANON. ITS DEPLOYMENT IS GOING SMOOTHLY. IN 
THIS RESPECT WE ARE PLEASED WITH THE ARRIVAL IN THE AREA OF 

A NEPALESE CONTINGENT WHICH WILL BE MOVING INTO POSITION 
IN THE NEXT SEVERAL DAYS. 

Q. HOW LARGE A CONTINGENT IS THAT? 

A. ON BACKGROUND, WE UNDERSTAND THAT APPROXIMATELY 
600 NEPALESE WILL BE MOVING INTO THE AREA. 
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Q. WHICH WOULD BRING THE TOTAL TO WHAT? 

A. STILL ON BACKGROUND, WE UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE 
1850 THERE NOW AND WE WOULD ADD THE 600 FROM NEPAL TO 
THAT FIGURE. 

Q. DID THE ISRAELIS TELL YOU THAT THE MOMENTUM OF WITH- 
DRAWAL WOULD INCREASE IN DAYS AHEAD? 

A. I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT, MARVIN. AS I SAID 
REPEATEDLY UP HERE, WE HAVE BEEN HAVING DISCUSSIONS WITH 
THEM ABOUT IT, BUT I DON'T KNOW WHETHER THAT SPECIFIC 
ASSERTION WAS MADE BY THE ISRAELIS. 
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Q. I MEAN DO YOU HOPE THAT THE MOMENTUM WOULD INCREASE? 
YOU EXPECT IT PRESUMES THAT YOU HAVE SOME INFORMATION. 

IS THAT CORRECT? 

A. I BF.LTF.VE THE WORD I USED WAS WE EXPECT IT TO 
INCREASE AND WE HOPE THAT RESOLUTION 425 WILL BE COMPLIED 
WITH IN ALL ITS RESPECTS, INCLUDING ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL 
AND WE HAVE CONFIDENCE THAT THEY WILL CARRY OUT THEIR 
OBLIGATIONS UNDER THAT RESOLUTION. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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